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He sat beside her and took her in his arms,
covering her with vehement caresses. Presently
she found that her dress was in such disorder that
modesty alone, in the absence of any other motive,
would have forced her to remove it

" Elisabeth, tell me you love me/'

" If I did not love you, it seems to me------"

" Do you hear that heavy, regular footfall in the
street ?"

" No, mon ami."

And it was true; plunged into a delicious
oblivion she was not listening for sounds from the
outer world.

cc There's no doubt this time, it's he, my man,
the little one, the bird. I know his step so well
that I could pick it out among a thousand,"

And he returned to the window.

These alarms set his nerves on edge. Since the
failure of the 28th of February he had lost his
admirable assurance and was beginning to anticipate
a long and difficult affair. Most of his companions
were growing discouraged and he himself suspicious.
Everything irritated him.

And now she made an unfortunate remark:

" Don't forget, mon ami, that I've got you an
invitation to dinner to-morrow at my brother's, It
will be an opportunity of meeting/'

His irritation burst forth :